Public Health Laboratory Construction Project
Department of Health

Overview
Governor Noem’s recommended budget includes $69,000,000 in one-time funding to support construction of
a new Public Health Laboratory (PHL) Building and renovation of the existing laboratory facility to support
colocation of Department of Health (DOH) programs that are currently spread throughout Pierre.
The Bureau of Administration, Office of the State Engineer (BOA), and DOH engaged the engineering
company HDR to provide a comprehensive assessment of space and infrastructure needs of the South
Dakota Public Health Laboratory (SDPHL). The HDR assessment revealed that public health laboratory
needs can no longer be met by the existing building. Space available for laboratory operations is currently onehalf of what is needed. Science and technology have advanced since the original building was designed and
constructed over twenty-five years ago. Critical building systems, including air-handling, are operating at
maximum capacity and not able to accommodate new or emerging testing requirements.

Project Description
The recommended solution involves construction of a new laboratory facility and DOH administrative service
and training building immediately adjacent to the existing PHL Building on existing state-owned land.
Following construction and relocation of the state public health laboratory to the new facility, the PHL
Building will be renovated as administrative and training space. This solution will allow relocation of all DOH
central office staff to a single location consistent with BOA goals of utilizing state-owned space as well as
create capacity to train current and future healthcare workforce including laboratory staff, infection control
managers, clinical staff, disease prevention and community nursing staff, and others.

Funding
The project will be funded through federal ARPA Capital Construction funds, which need federal approval.
Total one-time cost associated with construction of a new laboratory facility and renovation of the existing
PHL Building is estimated at $69,000,000. Of the project total, HDR estimates construction and renovation
expenses to be $55,000,000, and an additional $14,000,000 is projected for expenses associated with
architectural design, site preparation, building commissioning, and professional relocation of scientific
instrumentation.

